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| Sir F, Conway,Bar.)( Mr. William Eaft, 
= 4 vir 74.Clarke, Kt. >< Mr. Sannel Layton, 
Mr. Ch. Turner, (/ Mr. Charles Webb; 2 


Gentlemen, 


Have made bold to prefix your Names to 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, but I have not 
any of the ordinary Reaſons for Dedica- 
tions 10 alledge for my ſelf. I pretend not to 
Cancel old Obligations, nor ſeek for Prote- 
on from Cenſures ; but the truth is (and a 
free Conf«ſsion ſhall Anone I hope in ſome 
meoſure for my preſumption ) that being de- 
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Rom. 12.1. Later part of the Verſe. 
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= O'U "Sn Safe had Cabs 
> Friends and Schaal; fellows ) the 
advantages of a Learned and Li- 
'beral Education,ſer forth in Terms 
beficting ſuch an Education, and 
full of foch a Learning. Learns 
ing, the Refiner of Mens Manners, the Poliſher 
of their Underftandings, the Builder of Ciries, 
the Founder of Empires, the Counſellor of Kings, 
the Companion of Inſpired Prophets and Apos- 
ſthes. In ſhort, Learning, the Heathens Grace, 
'the Chriſtians Glory, and Aureola, the Ornament 
of the World, the Arcanum of Paradice. | You 
have had. alſo' the Beauties and Advantages. of 
your particular Education, ſer forth with all char 
Gratitude and AﬀeRion that becomes the Diſci- 
ples of ſo many worthy . Teachers, and the Fo-» 
ſter-Children, .the Alumni of ſo many. Kings : 
After this, lictle more could have been added to 
the honour of your Solemnities, even this, ſo fer- 
tle an Argument. had been quite exhauſted, if 
B To! 
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in_our late Revolutions, the Miſchief and Ma- 
lice of gther-Meetings had not ſer- off the Inno- 
cence and Beauty of yours : And the Prafices 
of Unruly and. Unreaſonable Men had nor fur- 
niſhed us with a freth and new Topick of Praiſe 
- Mnd -Thankſgiving to. God. the Father: of all 
Mercies, who by the Prgvidence of our Educa- 
tion. admoniſht,..that we have not fo. learned 
Chriſt and by the Inſpiration of his Grace has 
difpoſed us to offer up this truly Holy, Ingenuous, 
and Reaſonable Service. Ir is a *joy to. ſee the 
. Members of this worthy Chriſtian Aſſembly 
crowd and preſs through the throng of buſineſs : 
And from all Quarters of Profeſſions and Employ- 
ments, .and from all diftinftions of Degree 
and Quality | haſten np to this Rendezvous 
of Love and Friendſhip ;. ſuch a March, and 
with ſo good a Will I conceive the Disbanded 

Atoms of our Bodies {hall make at the day of 
Reſurre&ion, when they ſhall rally up, and re- 
unite again, ; 

* And now we are here, It is a Pleaſure to con- 
fider the Condu& of God's Providence over. us , 
From what Beginnings we are thus grown up ; 
To remember with what Staff we paſt our For- 
dan : And now , Behold what a mighty Band 
we are, Tho this, I fay, be joyful, yet let me 
tell you, *cis a greater Comfort to have made our 
Paſſage hicher untainted, uninfeted with Popiſh 
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or Fanatick Pollutions : That"yehave ſeap't che 
Leaven/ both of the! Scribes *and Phariſees,” che 
Men of meer Text and Tradition : And that ye 
have brought hither che ſame honeſt, hearts, and 
the ſame Feſtival faces, the” fame Intepriryand 
Alacrity' as'ever. And becauſe next 'ro' God's 
preventing Grace we owe this happineſs to'the 
- Principles we imbib'd in our firſt 'and younger 
years ; Therefore it ſhall be our Task this day, 
among the reſt of our &+nhieie, to render Almigh- 
ty God our moſt hearty and unfeigned thanks, 
who hath enabled us To efchew the Evil and 
chooſe the 'Good ; the God who hath: preſerved 
us ſteady-and upright, amidſt the many late 
Confulions and Apoſtacies : and by affording us 
ſome little part of Solomon's Blefling, 4 Wife and 
Underſtariding heart, has continued us hitherto in 
one conſtane tourſe of regular Piety, and unble- 
miſh'd Loyalty. whe | 
Brethren, in the Liſt and Catalogue of your 
Endowments, your Accompliſhments, conld 1 
have-pitch'e on/any thing ſo conſiderable as this : 
Learning and Breeding gives you a vivacity of * 
Spirit, it furniſhes you with Dexteriry for Buſt- 
neſs, with Prudence for Counſel, with pertinent 
Examples for Practice,-and an Uſeful Proficable 
Reputation to your Perſons. But above all, 
Learning enables you to ſearch into Myſteries, 
to underſtand the Nature, Order, and — 
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— of things to comprehend Divine Ttuths, To, be 
$4} Arn and'even co ſeize pon - Heaven 
jr ſelf with the viftorious: Violence of a Reaſon 
; that is Train'd and Tytor'd in' the..School, and 
Armed.in the Church.; - 1; ! 
Even your old School-Aucthors, Tuly,and ſome 
others, how little did they want-to become Chri- 
 Rians 2. How far did they go bythe light of Rea- 
ſon, improv'd; by Education 2 You may reckon 
'them in ſome meaſure with the Patriarchs, That 
defired to ſee the things - that ye ſee ; or with him 
in the Goſpel, That was not far from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Ac leaſt this we may ſay, That 
the Learning: of Greece and Rome diſpoſed the 
World to receive Chriſtianity ; That Plato and 
Ariſtotle were the Gentiles John Baptiſts, to pre- 
pare Chriſt's way and Make his paths- Freight ; 
_ and among ingenuous inquiſitive Men that were 
aweary of the Reign of Jupiter, - and tir'd with 
the Tales of Elyfum,. it was-no difficult matter 
to introduce. ſo-reaſonable. a - Service as that of 
our Religion. ' And for the Honour of your Pro- 
feſfion ( for ſuch you ſhall give me leave to call 
it ) you may obſerve, that tho God imployed nor 
the Wile and the Learned to.convince the World 
at firſt, but us'd illiterate Perſons ro make his 
Power in them more manifeſt ; yet-as the World 
came it He withdrew his Arm and his Miracles, 
and at laſt he entirely committed the defence 
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of his Cauſe to Study/and Learning, to Arts and 
Sciences, then when the Philoſophers ſucceeded 


the Fiſher-men, and Learned Apologies and Ora- 


tions to Perily, Perily I ay unta yok, 

Among thele Worthies ye are'to be Numbred, 
that not only believe but underſtand their Re- 
ligion, and can defend-it, And it. is God's pecu- 
liar favour to commit this Talent to you, which; 
as I. faid, is our this days buſineſs, to give him 
thanks for that he has enabled usto offer him this 
Reaſonable Service.. In doing which, 

1, I ſhall. inſtance. in ſeveral Particulars, 
wherein your Education has befriended you, to- 
wards the enabling you to this Duty. of ſerving 
God reaſonably and acceptably. 


2. To excite your Gratitude the more, Eſhall 
compare your. Condition with that of moſt 0- 
thers, whom we may rank under Three Heads. 


x, The Formal bred and born Chriſtian, that” 
makes no ule of his Reaſon, 


2. The Papiſt, That enſlaves i it , truſting to his 


implicic Faith. 


3- The Enthuſiaſt, That deſpiſes and renoun- 
ces it. 


Shew that this particular Meeting is a Rea- 
ſonable Service, and that we are to thank him 
becauſe he has enabled us to be thankful. . 

Thar: is to.lay,.. 
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+ 1, 'A Learned Education by refining a Mang 
Parts, elevating his Mind, -ennobling his Facul- 
ties, and filling them with rich and worthy Ideas, 
does thereby enable him to have Juſt and Ho- 
nourable apprehenſion of God -: And this is the 
firſt and moſt Imaporcant Principle of Religion, - 
for ſuch as we ſuppoſe God to be, ſuch a courſe 
ſhall we take to pleaſe him, Some have fan» 
cied G6d' to be an unactive Being in the World, 
enjoying himſelf in an Eternal Reſt andRecired- 
neſs, accordingly they abandon themſelves to 
Luxury and Senſuality ; for how: ſhould they 
dread that Providence that cares for nothing ? 
Or' that Omnipotence that does Nothing ? Others 
confine' him to too narrow a Sphear, providing 
but for a lictle Flock and a {mall Remnant, 
wronging all. his other Actributes/t0 exalc his 
Sovereignty : And they ſeek private and unac- 
countable ways to aflure themſelves of an un- 
grounded unaccountable favour, , The Papilts, 
that they might give their People a Notion of 
God, dreſs him up in the fimilicude of a Maa ; 
and though they pretend nor to paint Eſſences, 
yet they expols him to every vulgar Eye, and 
every vulgar Conception, in ſuch relſemblances 
which he was only pleaſed for ſecret Reaſons, 
and in Myſtical ways to Communicate to his 
choſen Prophets. And they Tran(cribe Ovid and 
Propertius to find a ſtyle for the loves of Angels 


and 


> 
and Glorifed Spitits above. And nota few fan- 
cyinFGod to be adorned as they beſt like, (ſeek 
after a ſtrange and perſonal. Unian with him, 
Ang .in-this Scene of their Imaginations they 
purſue him with Effeminate Paſſions, with Long- 
ings and Languiſhments, wich Extrayvagane Joys 
and ſudden Deſpairs, as their ſick and diftemper'd 
Fancies lead them. - » 

Theft:we Grols and ' Carnal Conceptions 
changing the Glory of the Incorruptible God into 
the Similitude of a Corruptible Creature, Rom, 
1. 3. Bur to-make him vindicative. and Sangui- 
nary, and with a Turkiſh Tyranny to fling away 
Souls into Eternal Perdition is next to Blaſphemy, 
But your Predeceſlor Abraham pilivesadgn® wy; 
being-a Man addited to Study and Contempla- 
tion,: when he confider'd the Creation, God's 
Work, and conſulted with his Reaſon, which ts 
a Beam of God himſelf, He found, That cor be 
God is to be moſt Holy, Wiſe, Juſt, Good, Mer- 
ciful : In ſhort, That which we can conceive to 
be moſt Perfect, that, and infinitely more (o is 
God, He Judged of him by reaſonable Colle- 
ions, not fanciful Ideas: And ſuch an advan« 
tage have ye, Brethren, who having your minds 
purged from all drofly and low thoughts, are en- 
abled by the benefit of your Education to attain 
to this firſt and fundamental Principle 'of Eter- 
nal. Life 3 Namely, To. konw Thee the Only True 
God, 
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God, and ſo to'offer him a Worthy Reſend, Ser 
Vice. *© SUL YL RUN > Sis. 0 | | 

2. Hereby we come to; know- the! true Na- 
ture, Excellency arid Perfection of Religion. 'For 
ſince God is ſuch, ſuch alſo mult be'the way 
ro Honour and Worſhip him. And if in any of 
his Commands there. be any«doubctul Expre(- 


ſions, and ney of 4nterpretariong, t 


''Y s'ro 
be eſteemed moſt agreeable ro God's Wilk, which 


is: moſt conſonant to Reaſon. - God Governs /us 


as he has made'us ; ſo that being neither Engias 
nor Angels, we act not by. Inſtint:nor Intuition, 
but, by diſcourſe;: and : rational Progrefſions,, If 
you confider the Articles, the Mytteries of our 
moſt. Holy Faith, none but a conſidering Man 
will be- induc'd to receive them ; And o the 
. pratical Points of our Obedience, none bur a 
Brute will reje&t them. There: muſt 'be-wiſe 
Conſideration and ſerious Pondering : 'The Be» 
ran Generofity, and a full Conviction of the 
Underſtanding, to make:a Man a Chriſtian; - for 
Faith' is not the Milk of the Nurſe, nor the Cre- 
dulity of the Simple, nor a point of Honour a- 
mong Sword-men ; nor the.Sence of the Houſe 
among Politicians, nor a blind Subje&tion to the 
Infallible Chair : Bur it is the deliberate Choice 
of a Prudent Rational Man, that wichout con- 
rending for rigorous Demonſtrations, and Scien- 
tifical Surefootings, is content to ſubmit to every 
degree 
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"degree of. Truch, and' entertain every Beam of 
Light; is -ready.,to comply.when. the motives 
to belief preponderate, tho the things themſelyes 
be incomprehenſible. Boat 

Bur Ol the loſs, the miſery of. thoſe whoſe 
Talenz it is to hold the Plough; How ſhould they 
comprehend with all illuminated Saints, Eph. 3. 
18: What is the Breadth and; Length, and. Heigth 
and Depth ; and oblerve- the Lines. of: the Great 
Myftery of Godlineſs, fromyo' many Points of fo 
vaſt a 'Circumference beautifully centring ia 
the Meſſias ? How ſhould they with the Wiſe- 
men-follow his-Star, or trace the Great Birth, 
the Promiſed Seed. from. its firſt quick'ning in 
Eve, through the long-liv'd Patriarchs, through 
the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of the Law,through 
all the” Prophets down to the Midwitry -of the 
Baptiſt, when in the fulneſs of time it ripned iato 
the Stature of a Man in Chriſt Jeſus 2 What a 
Glorious Knowledge :is. this, to diſcourſe out of 
the Scriptures, and from them to be able to give 
a reaſon of our Faith :. To Summon in the An- 
tiquities of Nations, the Hiſtories of Times, the 
Rites and Religious Solemnities of Prieſts, the 
Fables of Poets, the Reſults of Philoſophers ? In 
ſhort, to preſs the. whole Creation to make bare 
every Shoulder for this Service of atceſting to the 
Truch of our Religion, and Illuſtrating che Glo- 
ry of Jeſus.  Thele things, Brethren, ye are 5; 
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led ro know; that'is,' ye have been put 'into-the 
way to: know them, -your Fleece, like Gdeon's, 
has been moiſtned” with. this Heavenly Dew, 
when ſo-many others has been lefe dry. So thar 
having. your hearts 'filled with theſe Sacred 
Truths, and your whole Man Tranſported with 
Raptures of Love, Joy, and Admiration, ye will 
find freſh cauſe'to bleſs God for the benefit of 
being able 'ro offer him this. Reaſonable Ser- 


vices 


3.. It is a great help towardsdilcerning the 
Spirits , that ſo we may better hold faſt the 
ruth, Tris a difficult matter among the many 
Cries, Lo here i Chriſt, and there is Chriſt, to diſtin» 
guiſh the Voice of God ; ſo that *tis neceſſary ro 
our other Graces to add Knowledge, atid to have 
our Sences exerciſed in Spiritual Matters. © Is it 
likely and reaſonable that God ſhould entruſt 
one Man with a Spirit of Infallibility for the be- 
nefit of his Church, and yet no hides declare 
ſo much 2 Orthart it ſhould never be pur in Pra- 
Rice, or that ſo Divine a gift ſhould be lodged 
in a vicious. Man, and God ſhould liken his Vice- 
gerent to the fallen Angels, who with Perfe&ti- 
on of Knowledge abound in Wickedneſs > Or 
where 1s the Reaſon of fighting for Faith, and 
Rebelling for Religion 2 Our Saviour refuſed 
all force and violence, tho he could have call'd 
in 
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in more than twelve Legions 'to his Aſfiſtance 
Bur the Saints may do more than the Angels; and 
Reform the Government even of Chriſt hitnſelf. 
We hear ' The noiſe of the Whip, and the ratling of the 
Wheels, and the Prancing of the Horſes ; The Horſe- 
man lifteth up bis bright Sword and his glittering Spear, 
Nahum 3. 2, 3. Every patt of 'C rifle Torn al- 
moſt is a Stage',of War, and how narrowly 'did 
we efcape'it # And their Pretence-is writreh in 
their Banners, For God and Religiom. Bur yeſee 
this is all bur Maſquery and Dilouiſe. And when 
we come to compare theſe pradtices, with ſich 
Novions of God arid Religion as are reaſonable 
and becoming them, then do we find the Mercy 
in theſe times of deceit and diſtra&ion, that God 
has endued us with a Spirit of Underſtanding, 
and yefcued us fromthe common Errors'and 
luſions-of the Ape. | 


4; [ri teaches us to give 2 due Value to every 
thing'z and'to give due Lirits ro'every Aftion, 
and'choole apt Seafons. It moderates Zeal with 
Knowledge: It fortifies Fnnocence with, Pro» 
dence :' It Infpires Meeknefſs with' a becoming 
Forticude, and diſtinguiſhes: Patience from Puſrl- 
hnimity :' Tr gnides the hand of Charity, and by 
a wiſe obſervation of fitting Circumſtances makes 
the a&tion Beautiful and Decorous;.. Certainly 
Religion deſerves our utmoſt care and skill to 
C 2 recom- 
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recommend it  dext'rouſly- to the Aﬀe@tions of 
Men, Sr. Paubbas Commanded us to adorn the 
Goſpel, and:-to_ take heed leſt our God be evil 
ſpoken of, and 'qur moſt Holy Religion Blaſphe- 
med. through our means, And-thoſe'thac ſtrain 
at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel, That will: re- 
buke a Servant for Recreating #n'the Lord's day, 
and . entice. him: from his Calling ro take up 
Artis againſt che Lords Anointed: Thoſe that 
are.Imprudent and Inconſiderate, that are rude 
in thefr Rebukes, and, ſcurrillous in their Lane 
guape::: That Reproach Kings to their faces; and 
thereby make Truth: odious' and offenſive, 'ido'a 
oreat difſervice to their moſt Holy Cauſe, by their 
untutor'd, undilciplin'd. fiercenels. But Edaca- 
tion: makes, a;Man ſoft and plyable, - and- like 
the 'Learned:; Apoſtle: to- become all: things to!. all 
Men : It makes him watch all Opportumiies, and 
wait at all the Avenues of the Soul to gain En- 
trance, to.uſe-honeft Flatteries ,- and proper In- 
finuations to. do-a Man, good. Were there na 
other benefit, yer this were. Conſiderable, that it 
takes away that brutiſh Impetus that makes a Man 
ruſh like a Horſe into the: Battle : It allays. his 
heat, compoſes his Mind and Countenance, mo- 
dulates his very, Tone. and Aion, and gives. a 
Charm. to every thing he does; beſides the Re- 
putation it gives to his Diſcourſes. 
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+ Reputation, I ſay, char- important; bubble,” 
bicktho ir be but ai and.yapour, yet" is the 
moſt powerful thing.ia Nature; without” which 
Goodnels is but a weak helpleſs thibgs . Neither 
is there any fame'ſo/ confiderableas thar ofa 
Learned Knowing Man ; all his: Words: at& Ora» 
cles, and his Actions Preſidents and rul'd Caſes't 
Nature aftix'd a:ſhame tolgnorance;/andigivesan 
Authority and Reverence co Learning ;therefore 
no impertinent Queſtion; Have the Phariſees believd 
n: him 2 And St. Paul, when he would: belpeak'the 
favour and attention» of; the ' /thenians,' he” made 
uſe of his acquaintance with their own Poets and 
Philoſophers. This is another addition to the 
adyantages ye receive by Education. 


5. It;gives.a Man*courage and boldneſs in 
the day, of Tryal, and at all rimes a-love and 
hearty concern for his Religion, becauſe he un» 
derſtands it. You havea late-Example of this; 
they were the wiſe and well diſciplin'd Chriſti- 
ans that ſtem'd the Tyde, and ſopr the Torrent. 
How little does the Scoff ef the Atheiſt, or the 
Cavil of the Heretick, or the Sword of Perſecu: 
tion, or-the Example of the: Multitude work up- 
on. 2 mind that is ſetled and aſſured in ir ſelt > 
I: know, Iam perſwaded,.I am aſſured, I have 
confidence, ſaid. the Apoſtles. And. in the: Vir» 
rue of this Strength they: could:endure: all: things 


nor 
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nod only: with Patience: bur Joy, nor only-wich 
Meeknels but eps YT So lictle does' the 
rwe-greab/Vioes, of: the Age, the'.Droll of the 
Atheift', and; the-Rige of the 'Religioniſt fignifie 
£O'A Soul thas is Armed: withS yHogifm and the 
Spwtit-3:and at/all- times a.cancern for it, It is 
tre: the knowing: Soul. 18 | conapall ye calm. and 
quiet; and-when after ca few! previous: vibrari- 
ons 'it: is Qnce ferted: omits- Bahs, there it reſts, 
_ enjoying its felf i irs own Cixcle of lighe and 
Jes 2, hedt > While" conceiced Ignorants are 
and reſtleb':". But: when once they become 
frnfbleef tho necefiiry:of their affiflatice, theri 
they afford” > hearty, generous, and lafting Ser- 
vice: It is too true; That the AﬀeRion of ma- 
ny is grown Cold ; and by ſhifting off their Du- 
ties upori God's: and che-Magiftrates Cxre-for the 
Church, Evil Men had like-to. have fwalttowed 
us up Quick ; and the/noiſe of Arms would have 
drown'd:the voice of Thankſgiving, and Frium- 
phanr' Fanazicifm would 'have''taken: away not 
only the Memorials: of our | Education, but the 
Places themelves roo. But among the few that 
bave retaio'd their firſt Love F may welt reckoa 
the: Sons of ' Learning, the Heirs of Kings; Men 
obliged; and! inſtructed: by 'their breeding. to uns 
dertake this labour of Link None can. f6' well 
underſtand the value of our preſent enjoyments, 
nor foreſee. the miſery of x change;- nor more 


timely 
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rirnely -prevett, not more effeually redreſs; 
| ſo that ye have-a/ peculiar Call to this Honou- 
rable Work of preſerving Religion, and ſappor- 
ting the Crown, and 'ſo making as<it, were ſome 
returns. ro the Piery' and Bounty of | our Royid 
Founder. | boo A 
6.'- Becauſe 'tis a Reaſonable Service, therefors 
fuch a'Man has real and'ſolid Sarisfa&iort whet 
he comes to take a Revieyy of his Method"! Cets 
tainly- the greateſt happineſs-of this life is a 
peaceful temperace Alacricy and Tranquility of 
mind 3" but this is gain'd baly by Reaſon, and is 
the reſult of Prudence and Condu&,” 'Fools that 
do good by Chance, or put on by Example, or 
a fir of good humour, are: carried-into Extrayas 
ant Tranſports, - their Joys are iflecent and 
Feakiſh, Happinels fits not handfornly on them, 
becauſe they laid no-Foundation, nor. went wife- 
ly co work. & isa delightful thing ro ftand/ on 
MiShoreafecr 2 long and dangerous Yoyage,and 
ſee others ſtruggling with the contrarieties'of the 
Wind and Waves.. And ir is a noble Applauſe 
that the Pilot gives himfelf: And it fattens bis Soul 
to conſider the ſucceſs of his skill: And in his mind 
he repeats all the paſſages, whar Rocks arid what 
Sands he eſcap'd, where he bore up againſt the 
Storm,and where he ſided and complyeda little : 
And upon the whole to prove and demonſtrate 
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his Qourſe b theRuleg of his Art. ; Such is the-{g- - 
 tisfaction A gee 4 maga.'-.. What the Tal eu 

that God, beſtows by exctaordinar 'y Icradiaions 
vpon,| ſome Great. and E minent Perſons, is bold 
ſixy, to. enquire z bur allthe ordinary Con- 
Ing which the Spirit of God creates ih. the 
Ele& are a, HPen ye and gry 
greements reby we know we are Tranſlated from 
Death to Tie we we love the Brethren, x John 3.14; 
And many, the like Scriptures are but Rational 
Jairrenes rences from ſuppoſe Premiſles : Ang, when 
PATH Saints, caſt | | Eye upon. them: 
ws vi ſecureſt Anch or,. , hext ro. the” 
ufficieng Merits of Chriſt, is, I fay, ordinary 
” the Concluſion fo a Syllogiſin, whereof | 
makes the Major nd every Man by the AG 
ſiſtance of js | (7 and. Examination / of his 
Conſcience: is,to add the Minor,.... Such a Joyful 
Proſpect I preſume ſhall ye one day have, 7 
afcer "be Tl and Troubles of a buſi eLife ye hs 
ſeek Privacy, and be glad to retire into ht $1 
plicity of the. years ye this day Commemorate : 
For [ reckon we muſt once more go to School, 
ro Con over this dull Leſſon of the World again, 
where Experience will be your Maſter, an Re- 
pentance your Diſcipline : Ic ſhall be a joy then, 
I ſay, upon rational grounds to nach. I have 
run my Race, 1 have finiſhed my Courſe, henceforth 4 
Crown of Life is laid up for me. 


Laſtly, 


_. Laſtly, and-gortheileaſt, this Education, this 
a this Knowledge is beſt to 'teach*us-our 
own Ignorance, and conſequently Himility, 
Meekneſi and Condeſcention to.others;/* He thac 
knows the intricacies of Things, the variety/6f 
Apprehenſions, the different hzes of Underſtan- 
dings : The Power of Prejudice, and Paſſion, muſt 
needs have compaſſionate thoughts forthe gene» 
rality of Men 3; atid; can” with” equal ;affe&Qion 
maintain Reaſon, and picy Ignorance.” In/Sunt; 
Among all yaur Gifty, and Graces, there''isnone 
ſo Amiable, ſo Honourable, ſo becoming 4 Schol» 
lar, as Humility, and Modeſty; 'and Mercy: Ins 
ſomuch char though you could [peak With. all 
Tongues, and "work Miratles, yet without this Charity 
they were nothing worth : So that if we bethink our 
ſelves well, we ſhall fihd this one” of the moſt 
Reaſonable Services of all, * i 
/ \Thele are ſome few of the many advanta 
of your Educaion, as it qualifies to: ſerve od 
Reaſonably, and with Underſtanding; than 
which, next to his SanRifying Grace, he has not 
beſtowed a nobler Talent upon the Sons of Men, 
and which therefore 'deſerves our moſt ſerious 
Conſideration, and our moſt fincere acknowledg- 
ments, To illuſtrace this a little more, and fer» 
tle'it upon your affeRions, it will not- be amiſs 
briefly from theſe Regions of Light to logk 
down / and behold the Children of Darkneſs, 
D grovling 
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grovling and wan inthe Mazes of Ector, 
whom” reduced to | thre ; in _qur.Se- 
cond Pat, 

'n. Sues nie no-ufe, Formal, Cuſtomary 
@huiſtians SED 

2. Such as Enſlave ic by an implicit Faith, 

'3. Such as rogourey and deſpiſe it, under Pres 
rence of the 'Spiric. 

73.” Formal, The bied and bh Chriſtian, he 
ana? ſucks in his Religion wich his Country Air, 
and+holds his Creed by thy courtehe 'of England ;. 
that diſtinguiſhes Chriflianzy from Mahometani/m 
by Crofles and Half.Mtcans; ; and the Reformai 
tion from Popery by Beads and Bibles. In ſhort, 
He that is Foe Tele to Cuſtom, p the _— 
a Diſciple of Leviathar rather than Chriſt... .A 
it is a fad truth't How few ate able ro. render 
areaſon of their Faith, and yet what a noiſe 
atid/ a buſtle do they make for the Cauſe, and 
the True Proteſtant Religion 7to whoſe Su 
they Contribure no more, than the Antick Fa- 
&es'do-to the irengthoing of a Church : *'Tis 
true, 'tisa mercy to be born within the Pale of 
the Ohureh, to open our Eyes in the Light of | 
the Goſpel, and ſo 'tis to be born in.a Temperate 
Elime. I make no doubt but God accepts the 
fincerity. of the Plough: man as well as the reaſon 
of the Philoſopher : That he will favour his 


© own Gift, and receive thoſe to Glory whom he 


has. 


has prodeſtin'd bY 7 Ra chen Th4ſe lirtl 
7 'dro- 0. 

Ones have their Angels, and a Ticle to ting 
dom of Heaven, yer” in this blihd Felicity th th 
are apt toſtamble, and when Perſecution 

ro drawback : It is little _y then the mg 
which 'Birds' and Beaſts pay; [c is ſeeing b 

benefit. of Clay and Spi alle; 3.3 Sarrfic Ciba 
Salt. |Whereas the Excellency of Reli gion con- 
ſiſtsin.a free and rational complyance with God's 
Commands, to winderſtand {the Excellency” of 
them, and chis i is ic that fixed David's heart, that 
preſerved Lor- amidſt a crooked and, perverſe 
Generation : And made' St. Pu! ſo confident, 
Thar nothing of any Nature ſhould be able to ſe- 
parate them from the Love of Jeſus. 

2- From hence turn your Eye ro the Men of 
implicit Faich,” and'yon 'ſhall fee them cr 
ing before lmages, adorin of Wafers; payi 
Penſions for Purgatory, in. Traffiquing for be 
price of Sins. In the” midſt of all chis Pagean- 
try, and this Nonfenſe, Their comfort is, the 
believe as the Church'believes. - Bur God calls 
upon 11s to employ our Talent, to Exerciſe ous 
ſelves in thele things, to Build up our ſelves m 
our mo#t boly Faith, and to Stand faſt in the Lis 
berty wherewith' Chriſt - has made us Free, "There 
can be no' Articles ie Novo impos'd upon the 
Church, becauſe the Church ſignifies a Number-- 
of Men already: agreed upon common Terms : 
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ingos New, is;-20(aleerithe "Princes 
onftitution' of the . Church\.: Bur chis device 
| ay; 2% nds .of hoth-Parties : Andithe- Jug- 
is, That what the People part with'of their 
E: anding, and che Uſe; of their Reaſon, 4s 
up. to.thens in. Allowanzes and- Indulgences 
for Fing 4n-caſte Abſolurions and;.cheap Penances: 
Tis a powerful Tempration. to bt freed from 
the trouble of Searching; Diſcuſſing, Examining : 
and it it is a ſtrong ſupport of the Papal Tyranny: 
where has God allowed this ſhifting and 
{ſhuffling of Duties from one. to another 2 How 
is it poſlible- for one Man'to underſtand and: bes 
lieve for another ? Bur God accepys nor the 'Sa- 
crifice of Fools, nor can. wn Man Redeem his 
Brothers Life, And. at the. laſt day, whatever 
| apgravations there may be for our Pride and onr 

Sloth in this Caſe, 'yet- there will be: no Com- 
mutations. of Puniſhments, no engagements for 
one. anothers Souls will there be accepted. But 
every Man ſhall ſuffer in his ewn perſon accor- 
ding as He has done in-the Body: 

Faſtly, B Behold the Enthuſiaſt, that is above 
Reaſon, and the Carnality of Diſcourſe ; and 
you ſkall find bim to be given OVer tO folly and 
madneſs, to giddy Do&rines,and deſtructive dan- 
gerous Impulles. lt he commits a murther 'tis 
with the Sword of che Spirit, and: if he throws 
down. Churches 'tis. with the Breath: of the _ 
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irie/z In the? Tran ſGtichs Wict'M d God des 
elared nor only 'his Actributes but FR Narture, 
ſubſiſting iv-a Frinicy of Perſons,” and as ſich he 


will be worſhipped: But is' it le that 
the manifeſtation. of the Spirit hould fallow 
up:the work of the Creation, and by being Chri- . 
ſtians we ſhould ceaſe ro be Men. -IF the Scrij 
rures- which: were- given” by Inſpiration of « 
Holy Ghoſt be nor. perfect, all Mankind is at L | 
loſs, in a Maze till, andthe Apoſtles did not' as 
they ſaid, Declare the whole Truth of God ; and 
it "Hrould diſparage the Divine Providence, and 
affront the Spirit of God; which is a Spiric of 
Wiſdom, and/Knowledge, of Order and' Regular 
Diſpenſations: | 
And this, in brief, may be ſufficient tolet you 
ſee the folly and miſchiet of all: ocher Methigds 
and Inſtitutions, ſave: thoſe that. Miniſter wo! 
Reaſonable Service. : Which brings 'me 'to the 
third and-laſt-Particular, 'The Reaſonableneſs of rbis 
preſent Service ; concerning which ſo' much has 
been already ſaid by my Predeceflors, that Imay 
be allowed tobe the ſhorter. | 
1. Nothing is ſo Reaſonable, ſo Spiricual'and 
xcorabl to God- as theſe Euchariſtical'Oblari- 
: As for other Services by way of Petition: 
or »Dipwection, they are nocullis to this Life ons 
ly, and fo of a lower Allay, and are_in ſome 
fort commort to. Beaſts,: for: eveti'they gre 
their 


"01 20 "lj 
hi Eyes to. God: ;;.and,.the! whole Creation 
th when it is:1n pain. or want.. Only In- 
| return ;Thanks, and 'Qog4 4 
nih..God by Reciprocal nterconrſes.. .. le 
ves. a.deep {gnce,.of favours: received,-and's 
th 1 1 derftanding-of their worth; and- a 
Soul not only fram'd. and. maylded by the Holy 
Spirit, to ah obo Wes bue Crown'd with 
_ Jay and $ peak ls artisfa- 
Qions of the: Holy Ghoſt. 
It was God's Command, De. «d., That the 
Moles {bould appear ee times 9. year before him 5 
nd hag not cmprys but btinging. Tp 
of Gratizude with < em. Among Chriſtians this 
is out 2-300 buoie, and. as at the Primitive Eucha- 
riſts they. ysd, ro. offer Thanks for all the Pa- 
criatchs and. Prpphets, che Apoſtles, and Mareyrs, 
and Confeſlors, the Founders and:Benefa&ors of 
the. Church ; ſo wedo for all our: particular Fa- 
yours, and Bleſſings : And as'in the Law-every 
one Was..t0; g1ve.'as he- was-able, ſo we are'to. 
preſenc, him with-our Souls. and Bodies, and the 
ſeveral proportions of Goodneſs, Wiſdom, ,\Wealch; 
Honour we have attain'd to. - Ifthe Souls of de- 
parted Saints. have any Sence. of whar'is done 
here; below, no; Joubs, bur 'all your. glorious 
friends above, will rejoyce and re. them- 
ſelves in their work, and'reap the abundant fruits 
of. their Jabour, in ſecing (their Pupils;- their 
OY Charge 
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who after they have taken our their Leſſon from 
tho" face of God, the Bearifick Viſſon, berah 
chemſelyes ro Laud and Thanſpivings, to Feaſts 
fuch as Angels make Mow hos 5 cements, 
nor, if they be aid up in their fecret Rep 
tories till 'the'day of Judgment, God' ſhall be a 
ſufficient reward and recompence, who will fill 
your” hearts” with more grace, and your minds 
wich more hs nets your Families with more 
Bleſlings; and your Names both Living and Dead- 
with the Perfume of good and faithful Servants, 
"2, It is an a& highly Reaſonable and infioite- 


e 


ty. Commetidable, to declare yoyr Gratitude" in 
this publi& Aſſembly to ho. wotthy Perſons, 
the InftruQors of your Youth, your Guides, your 
Teachers, your Anget-Guardians, here beldww, 
when you were little Ones. ' Among the other 
degeneracies of the Ape; there is this common 
one of Ingratieude to Teachers : And the firſt 
atour Gallants do when they write Man is this 
piece of Inhumanity of deipiling. and villifying 
their Education : So that this Aſſembly may. in 
fome meaſure Atone fot many others, and your: 
Charity cover a mmltitude* of faults, . It is much 
that the-regular- Method, and the Tadefatigable 
| | Induſtry, 


er, aud"2 
it all; Nations 
of their, Youth : 
Of how greac importance it. is to, Seaſar; wiſely 
the growing: hopes, the Fatwrus'Populue.of a Na- 
tioh 3 it is{ufficient that. our Bleſſed' Saviour, in 
whom the Fubteſs. of the Godhead dwelt badily;, 
and © in Whom all the Treaſures of Wiſdom were 
laid np, yet in bis Minoriry he went among the 
Do&ors,” if I may ſo ſay, to School ; and he 
honour'd and Authoris'd their Profeſſion" by his 
Converling with them : I will in your Names 
therefore return to as many as are living. and 
capable of receiving them, your unfeigned 
and-acknowledgmentFfthanks, and pray that God 
would-return an 100 fold into their Boſom, all 
that Love and Care they have beſtowed uporr us. 
3- This Publick Legal Aſſembly is a ſuitable 
return for the mercy of our Publick Legal Edu- 
cation, - A Bleſling oo ways to be pretermitted 
fince ic brings ſo many conſiderable Advantages 
with it, It is a common Queſtion; 'Which is 
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to-baften Fruits, Bic if the Queſtion be, Which 
is the . beſt way to make him an- uſeful hotieſt 
ſound Scholar ? For a few -Ctiticilms and Spe 
culations, or-tq teach the Greek Grarimex-ai year 
before. others, hold no Comparifor with 'Con- 
cord and Unity ; here without doubt the; Ad- 
vantage lyes on the Publick ſide: For here are 
no unſound . Documents, -no private poiſonous 
Intermixtures, no- preparatory Doſes for Schilm 
and FaRtion : but all things are Adminiftred /ac- 
cording to the ſerled Diſpenſatory of Laws and 
Statutes : And the Domus Doftrine joytis tothe 
Synagogue, and Men, of Fame and lhtegrivy 
reach in Solomon's Porch, in the view. and obler- 
vation of the whole World; Experience'teaches 
us the miſchief of Foreign; Seminaries and unli- 
E cens's 
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does 7d we poiſon, the Cap ngenui- 
ryoof his Xp For « Cap 00k are {cated 


ins their places, theylook upon. orig in a 
Nate'of Oppolicion and +Hoſtilicy . wich. other 
Schools 3 and fo they catch atParadoxes and No- 
velties; and"ſtiidy Cavils and-Quirks and; Eva- 
ſions, and” hunt'after Slanders and Stories to ad- 
Vance their Party, and {{luſtrate the obſcuricy.of 
their Education, It is almoſt neceſſary they ſhould 
grow either Proud: or Splenacick, or. Sad, and 
Gloomy, or Sullen and. Moroſe, or. Envious and 
Wrath ul ; and with-theſe accompliſhments chey 
come into the World, and are exactly qualifed 
ar leaſt to become the Author's in Characters, and 
your Julians, and your Growth of Popery, and all 
that Spawn'of Pamphlets that haye of late di- 
"ſturb'd and infeted the Nation, 


Solitude 


chiefs atid,Deſtrugion; | nu 4 
[ have.now;done. with your Patience ; And 
it remains only-to pray, Pts y 
Thar God would lnſpire us with a due' Sence 
and Acknowledgments of the many Bleſlings he 
has beſtowed uporr uss That we may liye-like 
the Children of Light and Knowledge, and-{hew 
our Graticude, by our right uſe and- improve» 
ment of them, to his Honour and Glory; #;- 


That God would ſhowre down his Bleſſings 
, upon the Head of our moſt Gracious Sovereign 
| Lord King Charles, the Heir of our Royal Foun- 
der's Piety and Patrimony, and the Protector of 
our Fortunes, andthe Encourager, and ( if l may 
ſay it with Reverence ) in ſome ſort the Compas- 


. 0-4 nion of our preſent Meetings ; and thathe would 


Accumularewupon his Head all the. Bleſſings due 


to the conſtant Defender of the Faith, and the 
Munificeat Nurſing Father of the Church ; And 
that 


40. 1cian- 
"Spe A 'V « + ISZ4< 
" _ on 4 
4 . 
alMComplor their Miſs, 
"I, | , F 8 
ww 


"8... % 
* 
- 


X4 


